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Dear (name)

Threat to native Red Squirrels from Introduced Grey Squirrels

Since its introduction to this country over 100 years ago, the north-american grey squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) has gradually replaced the native red squirrel (S. vulgaris).  This is due partly to ecological factors concerned with competition for resources, but is more acutely related to the greys’ infestation with squirrel pox virus which they are able to tolerate, but which is normally fatal to red squirrels.  This disease produces distressing symptoms in the reds, including severe inflammation of the eyes and genitals, and even the very few red squirrels which survive the disease are likely to be sterile.

The north of England is one of the last strongholds of the native red squirrel, but is now being invaded by large numbers of greys.  Such is the level of concern among the population of this area for the survival of the much-loved red squirrel, which for many people typifies the wildlife of northern woodland and forestry, that numerous new conservation groups have sprung up and are receiving vigorous grassroots support in their efforts to remove grey squirrels and encourage reds.  The work of these groups is being enhanced and co-ordinated by larger organisations such as Northern Red Squirrels, Save Our Squirrels and by far-sighted local councils such as Castle Morpeth.

Extermination of a fast-breeding and highly mobile animal in difficult terrain such as woodland is an intensive and time-consuming activity, and despite the effort currently expended the survival of the native red squirrel is by no means assured.  Recognition of the importance of its protection in this area by central government is essential if sufficient resources are to be brought to bear on the problem over a long period.  

According to a long article in the Daily Telegraph in December 2007 Mr Maclean, MP for Penrith, has already put down a Commons early day motion urging greater control of grey squirrels.  I ask for your support for this motion and that you seek further ways to urge central and local government action on this urgent problem.

Yours sincerely

Your name & signature
